Bhadreshwar

Information: In historical times Bhima built a fort here, it was an important military base, this fort was destroyed by Pithdeva of Pradesa. It was also a sea port. By exports and imports Jagadu accumulated great wealth. Jagadu built

a new fort. Devcandra built the  temple of Tirthankar Parasvnath in the Vir Nirvana Era 23. According to Jagaducarita of Sarvanandasuri, in 13th cent.  Jagadu donated a gold pitcher and staff, built three Devakulikas and one Astapada in marble, installed 170 mable images of Jinas,  and covered the image of Parasvnath with gold plates.

Temple

It extends over an area  of about 85 ft. X 48 ft.; it comprises of the sanctum, Gudhamandapa, Mukhmandapa and Rangamandapa, and formerly forty-eight Devakulikas (shrines) all around these. The main entrance is from the north, it has an high plinth. Being a very old temple, it has been renovated time and again. On  entering, one comes to the lobby, the lobby has its own domical roof.  To reach it, there are two stairways, one on each side. All this gives the temple a very elegant look.

Devakulikas - These are small shrines built around the main temple, covering all the four sides of the temple yard. These are on high plinth, so continuous stretch of steps from the yard, and colonnaded columns lead to the doors of

the devkulikas. Door frames have two rows of decorations, one of foliate scrolls and lady holding a pitcher at the bottom, and the second of diamonds and beads.  These decorations are continued on the lintels. These shrines have the idols of Jinas that are dated from 14th to 15th cent.

Rangamandapa - Rangamandapa has octagonal pillars which are distributed as to form three octagons, on which are supported three domical roofs. Each pillar constitutes of its pedestal, base, octagonal section, sixteen-sided and circular section. The circular section has the carvings of diamonds and leonine figures.

Mukhmandapa - Mukhmandapa is higher than the Rangmandapa, so there are three stairways. It has two central double pillars and four pilasters and four pillars. The pillars are octagonal at the bottom and circular at the top.  The central pillars have a square bottom having the images of standing Goddesses, higher they become eight-sided and carry eight figures of Goddesses in sitting posture. The circular section has the bands of decorations of acanthus, Maladharas, geese and leonine figures. The capitals of the pillars are nicely carved. The ceiling is domical made of five courses.  The first course is octagonal and shows the carvings of leaves and diamonds, at each corner is carved a leonine figure. 2nd course has diamond strip over the petals.  3rd has the moldings of cyma reverse and arris. 4th has squarish decorations and the fifth shows lotus petals. The crown shows a blossomed lotus flower. On both sides of the door of the Gudhamandapa are niches with the images of Jinas. 

Gudamandapa - From outside its plinth contains five different decorations, its plinth is in continuation of the plinth of the sanctum. The roof is covered by seven rows of bells. The ridges have the bigger bells. Main bell is like an inverted bowl, a cogged  disc and flag pole.

Sanctum - In elevation  Mulaprasada has plinth, up to lintel, overdoor, cornice and spire. The decorations of marble slab, leaves and diamond strip elephants inverted cyma recta, arris etc. adorn the plinth. The wall up to lintel has various bands of decorations of foliage, garlands, rosettes and niches having the images of Goddesses accompanied by attendants. The over door has modern sculptures. Eave-cornice has many different  moldings. The spire contains many mini spires, and sculptured panels containing the images of Goddesses with their attendants. The Goddess on the south is Cakresvari.  Inside, the sanctum contains three idols. They are in marble. The central image is of Tirthankar Mahavir, flanked by the images of Tirthankars Parasvnath on the right and Santinath on the left dated V.S. 1230 (1173 A.D.). 

How to reach: Railway train available, Bus available, Taxi available and can go by car.  Near by station is Gandhidham - 39kms.It is 27kms from Mundra and 80kms from Bhuj. 

Lodging: Staying facilities available.

