Girnar

Mangalkeshtra

Information: Girnar is the highest hill in Gujarat. Girnar has six peaks, the highest is dedicated to Gorakhananda and the remotest to Kalka. It is 3470 ft. above sea level. Girnar was known as Ujjayanta, Vaijayanta etc. This is a very ancient sacred place, Tirthankar  Neminath had birth, diksha, and kevalgyan here. Hindus, Jains and Buddhists all regard it a tirtha, Bhagwan Krishan's sons Sambakumara , Pradyuman and seven hundred twenty million munis attained liberation here. Bhagwan Neminath obtained diksha and kevalgyan at Sahastrarbhavan, His 'charans' are established here. To go up the hill steps are cut on the rock, up to the ist Tonk are 4400 steps, from 1st Tonk to Sahastrarbhavan are 1499 steps, 1st Tonk to 2nd Tonk  are 900 steps, 2nd to 3rd are 700 steps and 3rd to 5th are 2500 steps. The Neminath temple and Vastupalavihara are master pieces of architecture, very rich in sculptures.

NEMINATH TEMPLE: 

The temple is in a 190 ft. x 130 ft. yard. The sanctum has its own space for circumvolution. The plinth, eaves and the spire have beautiful carvings. The  panels at eaves outside contain the images of  Goddesses Vairotya on the south, Cakresvari riding 'garuda' in the east, Manasi in the north. All around the main spire roof, mini spires cover the roof, giving it a very elegant look. The door of the sanctum is very ornate. The jambs at the bottom contain the images of Pratihara, above them are four more niches on each

jamb having the images of four-armed Goddesses, flanking each Goddess are the court-bearers. The sill has niches at its ends, the one on the right has the image of Goddess Sarvanubhuti, and one on the left has the image of Goddess Ambika, flanking them are court-bearers. The lintel has five beautifully carved niches having the images of Goddesses with attendants. The main idol is of Tirthankar Neminath in black stone in 'dhyanmudra'. Adjoining the sanctum is the 'gudhamandapa', its  roof is made up of bells and small shrines and looks splendid. The panel at eave on the north side has the image of Goddess Vajrunkusi with attendants, the Goddesses in other panels cannot be identified. Flanking each panel are small shrines having the images of Goddesses Ambika, Cakresvari, Vajrasrnkhala and others. The lateral as well as front entrances of the gudamandapa have magnificent carved seven cusps torana-arches, at the crown of the arch is the image of Jina flanked by 'Gandharvas' and 'Vidyadharas', the rest of the arch shows musicians, elephants and monkeys etc. The interior of the gudamandapa is about 42 ft. x 48 ft. Twenty-two pillars support the roof, the central eight pillars placed octagonally divide the hall into a central nave and the surrounding aisle. The capitals of the pillars have figures, the architraves are splendidly carved. Touching the bottom of the architrave at the middle and springing from the alligator heads of the pillars capitals are beautiful torana-arches. The domical roof is magnificently sculptured. The blocks on the

capitals  have figures of Goddesses flanked by court-bearers. The dome is composed of nine circular courses of figures of horse riders, diamonds , beads, lotus petals, sixteen foil, twelve foil, eight foil, quatre foil 'kola'; whole looking like a big flower. Sixteen  brackets with the images of Vidyadharas support the sixteen struts with figures running between 2nd and 6th courses.

How to reach: Girnar hill is  5 km. from Junagarh. Palanquins are available, they charge according to the weight to be carried.

Lodging: Junagarh has a good Dharamshala. Dharamshalas on the top of hill are well equipped.

