Taranga
Information: Bhagwan Sambhavnath's birthday is on Kartik Shukla 15, every year on this day congregation is held.

Other Places: From the back side of Dharamshala  at the foothill of Taranga hill, footpath leads to the hill top. As we go, we come to the Tonk of Neminath, it has the 5 ft. white stone idol of Tirthankar Neminath, and images of dieties holding garlands of flowers. According to the inscription, it was consecrated on Sunday, Baisakh Shudi 9th, Sam. 1192. There are other caves.

Parasvnath Tonk - All around the Chaitalya are idols of Tirthankar Parasvnath, this was consecrated in Sam. 1866. Near this, is a Swetamber Tonk.

After finishing visiting the shrines on Kotishila, we come down and go for the hill of Siddhshila. This route is easier, climb is gentle.

Bahubali Tonk - This has the idol of Tirthankar Bahubali and 9 in. long 'Charans'. Nearby is a 'Chaitya', around it are broken idols.

Malinath Tonk - The white stone and about five ft. idol of Tirthankar Malinath was anointed by Shah Lakhan of Pragvat dynasty in Sam. 1192. Flanking this

are idols of other Tirthankars. Nearby are four 'Charans'. On the hill top is a place called 'Mokshbari', there are two Tonks having 'Charans'. From the name it appears, this is the Siddhkshetra where millions of ascetics  attained liberation. Foothill Temples - Here are thirteen temples and one monumental pillar. Sambhavnath temple and Adinath temple are similar in architectural style to the Kumarpal's Ajitnath temple. These suffered great destruction from the Moghul invaders.  Swetamber people renovated their temple, it looks marvelous.  On the Sambhavnath temple, they have white washed everything, it has marred the art work. It has a sanctum, Gudmandap and other halls. The 2 ft. white stone idol of Tirthankar Sambhavnath is very beautiful. On its left is the idol of Tirthankar Parasvnath and on the right is of Bhagwan Shrayansnath and in the front row are forty four metal idols. In the niche in the left wall, are idols of Goddesses Padmavati and Saraswati.

Chaitya Temple - Here is a 5 ft. Chaitya which has four images and 'Charans' all around them. The Chaitya was consecrated on Thursday, Chaitya Shudi 11, Sam.  1921.

Choti Dehri Temple - Tirthankar Subratnath's idol is of white stone in sitting posture of Sam. 1928. On its both sides are other idols of Sam. 1523.

Manstambh - It is 52 ft. high. At the top, in the four directions are four idols of Bhagwan Bahubali. At midheight are images of four Tirthankars. During the excavation of its foundation, nine stone idols were found. These have been kept in different temples, the black stone idol of Parasvnath has been kept in the How to reach: Railway station 'Chaitalya'.

Mahavir Temple - Main idol of Tirthankar Mahavir is of white stone of Sam. 1923. On its sides are the idols of Tirthankars Shantinath and Adinath.

In the niche in a wall, is the idol of Sam. 1651. In an another niche is the standing idol of Bhagwan Bahubali. Ajitnath Temple - Tirthankar Ajitnath's  idol is of white stone in sitting posture, on its left are the idols of Tirthankars Shantinath and Subratnath, and on the right are Shreyansnath and Mahavir. All of these four idols were recovered from the foundation of Manstambh. The pedestal has many other metal images of other Tirthankars.

Rishabhdev Temple - Tirthankar Rishabhdev's idol is of white stone 2 ft. high and it was consecrated on Chaitra Badi 7, Sam. 1865. On its left side is the idol of Tirthankar Neminath and on the right is the idol of Tirthakar Shreyansnath. In addition to these, there are 2 stone idols and 17 metal idols, in the niche is the idol of Sam. 1203. Ajitnath Tonk - This Tirthankar Ajitnath's idol does not have an inscription.

Rishabhdev Temple - Tirthankar Rishabhdev's idol is of alloy of five metals, this was consecrated on Phagun Shudi 2, 1923. This is called the main temple. Here are two idols which were found in the excavation of the Monumental Pillar. Beside these, there are four more stone idols and sixteen metal images. The sanctum, 'mukhmandap'and the hall have their own spires.  Bahubali Chaitya - This Chaitya has the images of Bahubali all around.

Padamprabhu Temple - Flanking the idol of Tirthankar Padamaprabhu are the idols of Tirthankars Kuntunath and Suparshvnath. These all were consecrated in Sam. 1928.

Chandraprabhu Temple - Tirthankar Chandraprabhu's idol is about 2 ft. tall  and of Sam. 1923, the idol on its left is of Tirthankar Neminath of Sam. 1662, while the one on the right is of Tirthankar Ajitnath of Sam. 1630.

Vaspujay Temple - Bhagwan Vaspujay's idol is of Sam. 1918. Here are four 'Charans' as well.

AJITNATH TEMPLE - This is the loftiest Jaina temple in Gujarat. It is about 150 ft. long, 100 ft.  wide and 117 ft. high. It is double storeyed. It was built by Caulukya king Kumarpala in V.S.  1221. One inscription on its wall tells about the restoration done in 1585 A.D.; Lot of repair work has been done recently.

It consists of the sanctum, Gudmandap and Mukhmandap. Sanctum - Its  elevation can be divided into the plinth, up to lintel level, overdoor, eves, and the spire. The plinth has multiple layers of carvings of inverse cyma recta, arris, flamboyant motif, etc. The wall up to the lintel has many bands of carvings of lotus scrolls, half diamonds etc., sculptured niches containing  the images of four armed Goddesses. The overdoor is divided into two layers, the lower layer has the images of four-armed Dikpalas, eight-armed Yaksis and Vidyadevis, Goddesses and Jinas. The upper layer has

Other Statues: the images of four-armed Yaksis and Vidyadevis.

The cornice is in two layers, on the buttresses it carry the figures of Vidyadharas. The wall has various bands of beautiful carvings, and has the images of four-armed Gods and Goddesses. Above, stone grilles with holes are placed between columns, the inner ambulatory gets lighted. The shaft of the columns is octagonal, sixteen-sided, and at the top circular. It has the carvings of bands of lotus petals, garland loops, projecting pendents etc. The capitals carry leonine heads, the lower fascia of the architraves have the carvings of foliate scrolls, and the upper fascia have the garlands. Inside, the balcony has planar ceiling, with central square panel and the two side rectangular panels.  Each of the side panel has three lotus flowers, the central square panel has the stylised lotus, the quatrefoil has full bloomed lotus in each foil as well as in the center.  The upper balcony has similar decorative carvings, its walls carry sculptured projecting niches with the images of Gods and Goddesses. The grills are made of circles and triangles etc., these provide light to the upper storey. The balcony has  bell roof, its front facade has a carved niche supported by a pedestal representing a Jina sitting in meditation. The niche is adored with the image of a Goddess with Her attendents, flanking the niche are two small shrines with images of Goddesses.

The Spire at the shoulder has a cogged disc, images of ascetics, citron and pole The pediments contain the images of four-armed standing Goddesses.  The miniature spires over the buttresses are just the replica of the main spire. There are five rows of these spires, in the lower rows these are flanked by the niches having the images of standing Goddesses with attendent figures. The platform on the top of the 1st row of spire, carries the carved niches with images of four- armed Goddesses and images of ascetics. By the side of windows are the images of Goddesses and court-bearers, Goddesses which can be identified are: Naradatta, Kali and Mahajvala. The sanctum is enclosed by the hallway for circumvolution, its ceiling is planar and carries the lotus flower. The sanctum is about 19 X 19 ft. The main idol in white marble and about 12 ft. tall of Tirthankar Ajitnath in meditation is against the western wall. The original image was damaged by the Muslim invaders. The present idol was consecrated by Govinda in 1422 A.D. The northern and southern walls have the Jinas' idols of the village Salamkot of 1297 A.D. In addition to these are the images of other Jinas, and Tirthankar Ajitnatha of 1247 A.D.  Gudhamandapa - is rectangular in plan and is placed diagonally with the sanctum.  In the elevation, on lower overdoor are the figures of eight-armed Yaksas, and on the upper over door are the images of Gods and Goddesses.  The lowest row of the decorative spires on the spire roof of the sanctum, is continued over the Gudhmandapa. In between these mini spires are placed leonine figures. Its roof is covered with big and small bells alternatively and the ridge carries bigger bells. On the 1st row of spires are carved small shrines containing the images of Goddesses.

The Gudhamandapa has two side doors covered with porches, its roof spans over the front two pillars and the two jamb pillars. The pillars are octagonal at the base, higher up sixteen-sided and then circular. The octagonal section has the carvings of leaves, sixteen sided has lotus petals and the circular has the garlands etc. the capital brackets are carved with leonine figures. The architraves have three carved fascia, lower one carries the carvings of foliate scrolls, middle has crossing garlands, and upper has the diamonds.

The underside of the surarchitraves are carved with lotus scrolls, its sides show geese in line. The ceiling is planar and is decorated with sixteen blossomed lotus flowers.

The doors of the porch have seven rows of carvings; rows of foliate scrolls, diamonds and beads, lotus petals etc., the main facets have at the bottom Pratiharas, higher bands of Maladharas, geese, patterns, diamonds etc. The square capital has band of carved musicians. The sill has a semicircular projection of marble, and niches at the ends. In the southern porch, at the sill right is Yaksa Brahamasanti, on the left a Yaksi. The lintel has bands of lotus petals, beads, and in the middle has an image of Jina. The overdoor has nine niches containing the images of Goddesses. The main front door to the Gudhamandapa has many rows of carvings, including the central pillar style.  The central pillar style has on its inner face the standing Jina  at the bottom, and higher up five successive niches with the images of Goddesses; the central facet has at the bottom the standing image of a Goddess and above five images of seated Goddesses. The sill also has the images of Goddesses in the niches at the ends. The lintel keeps the continuation of the rows of carvings of jambs, and in the middle carries the image of a Jina. The overdoor is decorated with five niches containing the images of Goddesses.  There are eighteen pillars, eight are arranged as octagon to form the central nave and surrounding aisle. The pillars are octagonal type, and similar to the pillars of the porches described above, except capitals are formed of alligators' heads. The pillars of the nave  have capitals with the carvings of leonine figures and Apsaras. Above these pillars are architraves with three fasciae, the lower show foliate scrolls emerging from the leonine figure in the middle. The middle fascia has garlands and the upper has diamonds.

The nave is covered with beautifully carved domical ceiling. The ceiling is made of ten courses and  a central circular slab at the crown. The first octagonal course has carvings of half lotus; at the corners of the octagon, on the square brackets are the images of four-armed Goddesses in sitting posture. The 2nd has leonine figures, the third has pattern and brackets with figures of four armed Vidyadharas. The 4th, 5th, 6th have the bands of lotus petals, and diamond & bead band. The 7th, 8th, 9th have cusps; sixteen bracket figures of other Apsaras are supported on the 3rd, and tenoned to the 7th. The slab at the crown has the stamenal tube and the chandelier.

The walls of the Gudamandapa have the double pillars, in between the double pillars are the niches, the  pedestals of the niches are nicely carved with niches carrying the images of Goddesses in it. The main niches carry the images of Jinas and Saints. The architraves of the aisles are similar to those of nave. The ceiling above them has six courses, 1st has carving of Kinnars, 2nd is decorated with lotus scrolls, 3rd has leonines, 4th is adorned with diamonds, and 5th and 6th are similar to those of the nave.

Mukhamandapa - It is an open hall, 38 X 23 ft. and has three different flights of six steps each to reach from the court yard from the eastern side.  There are ten pillars, excluding two of the door-jambs of the Gudhamandapa, these all divide the ceiling into 3 north-south bays comprising total of nine ceilings. The three ceilings by the side of the Gudhamandapa are domical, rest are planar.  These pillars are about 18 ft. tall and are similar to the pillars of the side porches of the Gudhamandapa. The pillars of the central bay are strengthened by addition of tendon pillars, which carry sculptured arches.  The architraves are also similar. The planar ceilings of the northeast and southeast panels are alike. Each of these has nine squares with borders of diamonds and beads, and each square has a fully blossomed lotus and leonine figures at the corners. The sides of the architraves are carved with geese.

The central bay ceiling is planar and has twelve lotuses, and lotus scrolls. The ceilings of the northwest and southwest corners are alike and domical, it consists of five courses, and crown of three courses. The 1st course is octagonal and is decorated with lotus scrolls, and at the corners has lotuses. 2nd shows band of leonines, 3rd & 4th show ornamentations and ascetics with disciples. The 5th show cusp of sixteen foils, the crown courses depict cusps of larger eight foils, smaller eight foils and four foils and, a stamenal tube.

The domical ceiling in front of the Gudhamandapa door is square, and contains four courses and the crown.  The 1st course is octagonal, on it are carved persons holding water pots, at the corners are the images of Goddesses with attendents and Kinnars. 2nd is decorated with a band of petals and a band of leonines. 3rd and 4th have the carvings of lotus petals and diamonds & beads etc., the crown consists of four courses of cusps of sixteen-foil, larger

larger eight-foil, smaller eight-foil, and four-foil; and a stamenal tube.

On both sides of the door of Gudhamandapa are two beautiful sculptured niches.  These niches have pedestals supported by three buttresses, pillarets on the sides, carved lintels, ribbed cornice and splendid roof of bells. Pedestal is sculptured with different mouldings of cyma recta, arris ets. Its jambs have the carvings of foliate scrolls which is continued on to the lintel. There are two inscriptions of 1227 A.D., which state that these were built by Ministers Luniga and Vastupala and images of Tirthankars Adinatha and Neminath were installed by Vijayasenasuri of Nagendragaccha (probabily after the destruction of old idols by the Muslim invaders).

How to reach: Railway train available, Bus available, Taxi available and can go by car.  Taranga hill is 6.5 kms away. Kheralu is 24kms. Visnagar is 51km. Mehsana is 72km.

Taranga is on the branch rail line from Mahsana on the Delhi -Ahmedabad Western Railway. Buses are available for Taranga Tirthasthan from the Taranga Hill rail station.

Lodging: There is Dharamshala near the Taranaga rail station as well as at the Tirthsthan, they are well equipped. 

